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"Being confidant of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."    Philippians 1:6


Last week my eight-year-old son Grayson and I had a special day together.  Being Mommy of two boys, I have to plan adventures.  For some reason having a tea party and painting nails isn't their thing, so I took him to a place in the mountains to pan for gold and precious gems.
  

The Lord spoke to me greatly through this experience.  When you look for gold you first buy this Ziploc bag of concentrated dirt.  You just know that by the end of the sifting you will be the envy of every wife with a new gold nugget ring!  Next, you pour some of the dirt into a metal pan, which is then dipped in murky water and swirled around.  With each swirl, you scoop out the top dirt.  They say that because of its weight, the gold will fall to the bottom of the pan.  You sift through the dirt and “voila” you find gold!  You’re thinking, "Wow, I've struck it rich!"  But then you look . . . and look again.  Then you look closer and closer still to find literally flecks of gold.  You may even go blind looking for it.  Your excitement becomes, "Are you kidding me? All that work for nothing!"
  

The truth is, I did receive lots of gold that day.  God revealed to me how precious I am to Him.  You see, He is always panning for gold in us.  He's not swayed or impatient with the process - we are.  He knows the deep value in us and sent His son to prove it.  Once we have received His son we begin a process.  He's slowly revealing the beauty we hold that has been lost because of our independence from Him.  What seems tedious to us is pure joy to Him.  He sifts though us daily.  He doesn't mind sifting through all the messiness in our lives - our sin, our wounds, our pain and our struggles.  Philippians 1:6 tells me to be CONFIDANT that He’s going to finish in me what He planned long ago.  I especially like the confident part because sometimes I feel so unsure and frustrated with myself.
  

The best part is that He knows what precious gem each of us will be.  Fleck by fleck He is revealing to the world His greatest work - US!  Christ in us, the hope of glory!
 

Prayer:  Thank you, Father, for loving me and for your patience with me despite all my shortcomings.  Thank you for seeing the gold in me even when I doubt it.

Suggested Reading:   Matthew 10:29-31

-- Kym Byrd, 2004

I’m a Gold Miner’s Daughter








